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Ataokoroinona is the name of the god of Madagas-
car in Morio Kita’s The Vayage of Dr. Mambo. It was
thought to be Morio Kita’s creation, however, it is
now known that the myth actually exists.

“The natives of Madagascar recognize a minor
deity they call Ataokoroinona. Loosely translat-
ed, the name means something like “Too weird

for words, and a number of my best friends, 'm
convinced, have surrendered to this deity’s intox-
icating afflatus. One friend ran up the wall trying
to master ninja skills and ended up crashing and
breaking his coccyx. Another attempted suicide by
devouring thirty-cight apples. Another one should
compliantly give lectures as a scholar, but his desire
to lead a life of a spy makes him restless.”

—Morio Kita, The Voyage of Dr. Mambo

As a matter of fact, Ataokoroinona does not have

a specific shape, that makes it somewhat strange. It
yiclds power that demands something to transform
into a specific shape. The fact that it possesses

the power to influence is concretely specified in
the details of the fractured coccyx and 38 apples
and manifests in exceedingly concrete manner.
Matisse and Picasso were amazed by the scemingly
abstract tribal sculptures of Africa in the early 20th
century due to the tangible and powerful force
exhibited by them. When one fecls the irregular
and ever-changing landscape physically, and the
movement of the wind and the flow of water are
guided by a geometrical force transcending this
world, Atao Koroinona’s influence manifests.
Allured by such power, Dr. Mambo set out on a
voyage to sea.
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