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Fish falling from the sky. They are falling with the
seawater. These fish were swallowed up to the sky by
a tornado along with the scawater and flew through
the sky for a time as if they were swimming, drifting
with the seawater. The tornado eventually scattered
the fish and seawater on the ground as if projectile
vomiting.

It is known as a mysterious phenomenon that
demonstrates the ability of water to move across the
boundary between the sky and the ocean. There is
no boundary for water. The immeasurable, raging
momentum of the water has been named a dragon.

Just as some fish swim in the sky, aircrafts may
occasionally fly through the ocean. In fact, a plane
could not differentiate the top from the bottom

once it loses sight in a storm. Rain does not always
come from above, as it can rain horizontally and spit
up from below. It can be dangerous to blindly move
toward the light, as the light may not be shining from
the sky. Less than a half-century after the invention of
the aircrafts, they were already superior to railroads
and ships in terms of speed and freedom of naviga-
tion. But the aircraft had one weakness, which was
against darkness. If there could not be flights at night,
the aircraft’s dominance would have been overturned.
Planes could not dominate over the stability of the
railway. At the time, it was still unpredictable when a
storm or a fog may compromise flights at night.

Therefore, a necessary part of the airline operation

was to gamble and take risky flights in the dark.

Saint-Exupery’s Night Flight conveys the trepidation
of aflight in a dark night. Once swallowed in a storm,
all communication with the ground is severed, and
the aircraft propels into an alternate universe. Sur-
rounded by the wind and rain with no visibility, one
loses all sense of direction. It seems as if the aircraft
becomes one with a dragon.

Crossing the river in the dark night meant a large
gamble when there was no difference between the
past and present, as well as east and west. Crossing
the nights river, people swallow muddy water and
almost drown. When people cross (watatte) a river,
they transform (kawatte). That is why Kiyoshiro
(considered to be King of Rock in Japan) sings, “I've
transformed.” There is no way people do not trans-
form after a flight at night. A person is reborn after
being swallowed by a dragon.

The seawater swallowed by the sky inevitably falls
from the sky as salt water.

If the water is evaporated and becomes clouds, it
would fall from the sky as rain—fresh water. If
saltwater fell from the sky, it would feel like blood,
sweat, or tears. If fresh water falls after salt water, one
would feel purified as if everything is being washed
off. Perhaps because of difficulty in differentiating
fresh and salt water in paintings, painters have always
wished to capture the exchange and rotation of water
between the sea and the sky (which they may already
be entangled with).
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